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In this issue: 

 
Greetings! 

Welcome 
back to the 

second 
newsletter of 

our project. 
 
 
 
 
 

What is CROME? 

 
CROME stands for: 
Cross - Mediterranean Environment 
and Health Network and it is a 42 
months demonstration project 
funded under the EU LIFE+ 
Programme 2007-2013 started in July 
2013.  
 
 
 

 

 
In this newsletter we would like to 
keep you informed about the 
developments of the activities we 
have carried out in the last six months 
- from January 2014 to June 2014. 

 
Most importantly, we would like to 
encourage all interested parties to 
support us in our endeavour and to 
constructively collaborate in 
achieving these results for the benefit 
of society as a whole through an 
improvement of the health and life 
quality of the population involved in 
the project.    
 

We hope that you find this 
information useful, and we are 
looking forward to hearing your 
feedback. 
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Action B.1 “Development of 
methodological framework” has been 
completed.  

The two related deliverables B1.1 
“Report on the state of the art on 
integrated exposure and health 
assessment for exposure to 
carcinogens and neurodevelopmental 
disorders substances and 
recommendations for further 
development” and B1.2 “Methodology 
report outlining the ways to link 
environmental, human biomonitoring 
and health status data to derive 
environment-wide association and 
integrated health impact assessment” 
have been uploaded onto the public 
section of CROME-LIFE web site 
and are available for download. 
 
Deliverable B.1.1 gives a 
comprehensive overview of the state-
of-the-art on integrated exposure 
and health assessment. For the 
completion of this report the 
CROME-LIFE project team reviewed 
about 1,000 papers and technical 
reports. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Deliverable B.1.2 is the result of a 
close collaboration among the 
project partners aimed at defining 
the CROME integrated 
methodological approach to be 
applied in the case studies addressed 
by the project. CROME-LIFE 
innovates by promoting an 
integrated methodology which starts 
by estimating exposure using human 
biological monitoring data and works 
both forward (to disease) and 
backwards (to environmental 
exposures). The methodology 
detailed in this deliverable provides 
the blueprint for its application in the 
demonstration sites of the project. 
 

 

With regard to Action B.2 “Data 
collection and management” the 
CROME-LIFE team collected and 
reviewed data from the five 
demonstration areas on 
environmental variables, exposure 
determinants, human biomonitoring 
data, dietary data and time-activity 
patterns. After quality control the  
 

 
 
 
 
 
data were stored into the in the 
CROME database. 
 
Deliverable B2.1 lays down the 
principles of the Quality Assessment / 
Quality Control (QA/QC) protocol 
with regard to both the management 
of the project and to the 
implementation of the study 
protocols and comparability of 
analytical results. 
 

 
  
With regard to Action B.3 “Targeted 
measurement campaigns to fill the 
data gaps” the communication plan 
of the human biomonitoring 
campaign results is in progress..  

The CROME project team decided to 
deliver specific communication plans 
for each country and a different one 
for the common case study. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT: 

http://www.crome-
life.eu/index.php/deliverables/ 

 

Project progress up to date 

http://www.crome-life.eu/index.php/deliverables/
http://www.crome-life.eu/index.php/deliverables/
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MEETINGS 

 
 
The CROME-LIFE team had several technical meetings during 
these six months both face to face and by teleconference. 
These meeting gave us the opportunity to discuss the time 
plan, the activities to be carried out during the project and the 
tools and methods to be applied to meet the project 
objectives. 

 

 

The CROME-LIFE team at the technical meeting in Rome at 
the ISS premises on 6 February 2014 

 

 

The CROME-LIFE team at the technical meeting in 

Thessaloniki on 17 March 2014 

 

 

 
 
The CROME Consortium contacted “OIKON Ltd. - Institute 
for Applied Ecology”, a research-oriented SME based in 
Croatia with recognized scientific and technical competencies 
in environmental and health association studies. OIKON, 
which coordinated among others the EU PHIME project in 
Croatia, was contacted to sound out the possibility to access 
HBM data collected in Croatia in the frame of the CROME 
common case study. The OIKON scientific director Dr. Z. 
Spiric has agreed to provide a portion of their samples/results 
of research carried out during the implementation of the EU 
FP6 PHIME project in Croatia to be used for the benefit of the 
CROME common case study at zero cost. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT 

http://www.crome-life.eu/index.php/news/ 

 

 

  

http://www.crome-life.eu/index.php/news/
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The CROME-LIFE informative leaflet has been translated and printed in Italian, Catalan and Slovenian and will be 
distributed during the foreseen meetings with national stakeholders. 

 

 

 

 Italian Leaflet 

 

Catalan Leaflet 

 

Slovenian Leaflet 

 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT: 

http://www.crome-life.eu/index.php/deliverables/ 

 

 

  

CROME – LIFE leaflets 

http://www.crome-life.eu/index.php/deliverables/
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Dissemination and networking activities during these 6 months of the project included the participation at several 
workshops, conferences and scientific events hereinafter summarized: 

 

 8th  Annual Arctic Frontiers conference in Tromso (Norway), on January 19-24, 2014 

where the CROME-LIFE team participated with  two platform presentations: the first one on the persistent organic 
compound and health outcomes in the Mediterranean regions and the second on the environmental and human 
biomonitoring as a tool for assessing the mobility and reactivity of mercury. In addition a poster on the exposure of 
European population to mercury was presented. 

 

 International Mercury Symposium in Jeju, (Korea), on February 19, 2014 

where Prof M. Horvat (JSI) held a presentation entitled “Cost-effective biomonitoring strategies for mercury” in which the 
objectives and the methodological framework of CROME were presented in relation to the usefulness of Human 
Biomonitoring to estimate the risks and the benefits for human health associated to Mercury exposure through food in the 
Mediterranean Region. 

  

 Towards a Joint European Human biomonitoring Initiative in Brussels, (Belgium), on June 25, 2014 

where Prof M. Horvat (JSI) presented the CROME project as one of the EU projects that can substantially contribute to the 
EU initiative in view of the results exploitation 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Work of CROME with regard to the association between 
both toxic waste (in Italy) and Particulate matter (in 
Greece) and health outcomes was referred to in the 
editorial of Nature published the last week of April  
(http://www.nature.com/news/a-toxic-legacy-1.15087). 

 

 

 

 

 

The editorial of Nature (April 2014) 

Dissemination events 

http://www.nature.com/news/a-toxic-legacy-1.15087
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 Scientific lecture at the Royal Academy of Medicine of the Balearic Islands, Palma (Spain), on May 6, 2014  

where Prof. J. Grimalt described to a wide audience and to medical doctors and nurses the results of the researches on the 
effects of chemical pollutants in the health and development of childhood. The lecture had a strong impact on local media, 
with interviews in newspapers such as “Diario de Mallorca” and “Ultima Hora”, as well as journals specialized in Health Care 
such as "Salut i Força".  
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 International workshop on “Endocrine Disrupting Chemicals and Obesity/Diabetes: implication for risk 
assessment”  Parma (Italy), on May 16-17, 2014 

where Dr. Calamandrei (ISS) was invited to present the CROME project methods and objectives to an audience  of about 
thirty scientists among the major EU and US experts in this field. 

 

The AUTH team has included information on the CROME study design and subsequent analysis on a WHO report on 
human biological monitoring in Europe (in the 52 countries comprising the WHO European region), which will be 
presented and discussed in Bonn at the European Centre for Environment and Health of the WHO in July 7-8 2104 in 
preparation of the inter-ministerial conference of the WHO on Environment and Health to be held later in the year. 

 

With regard to networking activities ISS team met Prof. Philippe Grandjean who held two seminars in Rome, on March 
24th and on March 27th 2014. The latter, entitled “Precautionary policy-making from environmental epidemiology: 
mercury, PCB, PFC and other headaches” was held at the ISS and involved about 60 researchers in the field of 
environmental health, epidemiology and neurosciences.  

 

In February 2014 the CSIC team organized a meeting in Barcelona with top officers of La Caixa Foundation for describing 
the potential effects of airborne PAH in urban areas on the health of scholar boys and girls and the strategies of CROME-
LIFE study that will be used in the exposure studies of Menorca and Valencia.  

 

ISS and JSI team met  Prof. Fabio Barbone  (University of Udine, Italy) and his team as well as representatives of the Burlo-
Garofolo Institute of Trieste (Italy) on April 3rd   2014 to discuss the foreseen CROME targeted biomonitoring campaign. At 
the meeting Drs. Calamandrei and Horvat illustrated CROME, its main aims and methodology. 

 

The CROME team prepared a proposal for a special session on the Exposome at the International Conference on Heavy 
Metals to be organised in September 2014, Guiyang, China in order to present the CROME project and its first results. The 
proposal was accepted.  

 

CSIC has published the paper entitled Transport of persistent organic pollutants across the human placenta in 
Environment International 65, 107-115 (2014)  

 

JSI published a review paper entitled Human mercury exposure and effects in Europe Environmental toxicology and 
chemistry  in Environmental Toxicology and Chemistry, 2013, DOI: 10.1002/etc.2482. 
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Visit our project website at 
www.crome-life.eu. 

On the website you can find 
information about 

 the structure of the project, 

 methods, 

 workplan and 
 links to the partners. 

 

There is also a section with products 
such as 

 deliverables, 
 published papers, 

 presentations and 

 an area where announcements of 
key scientific events (e.g. 
workshops, conferences) are 
reported. 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

The web site is continuously being updated with the latest news and deliverables. If you have any documents you would 
like to be added on the CROME-LIFE website, please let us know. 

 

CROME 
Newsletter2 

 
 

 NEXT ISSUE: 

The next issue will feature other news and documents developed by the  CROME–

LIFE Consortium covering the period from July  1, 2014  - to December 31, 2014 
 

 

CROME-LIFE is a project funded by the European Community’s LIFE+2007 -2013 Programme under grant 
agreement LIFE12 ENV/GR/001040. All rights reserved. 

The EU does not take over any responsibility for the contents of this newsletter, that reflect only the partner 
authors views. 

 

CROME-Life website is online 

http://www.crome-life.eu/

